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WEEK 7 TERM 3 

School Calendar 
 Day Events: School Photos, Father’s Day Brekkie 
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CLASS OF THE  WEEK FOR CANTEEN VOLUNTEERS:  2K 

29/8/2016 

 Kindergarten Walking Excursion to Rutherford    

Public Library 
 - 11:30am KC and KD   
 - 12:30pm KB and KS  
 -   1:30pm KA and KL 

 3:30pm Aboriginal Education Committee Meeting in 

the Community Room 

30/8/2016  4:00pm Maitland AECG Meeting at Rutherford 

Public School 

31/8/2016  SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS 

1/9/2016 

 Father’s Day Stall 

 Jarrod Mullen Cup Rugby League Gala Day 

 12:00pm to 1:15pm MGHS Short Transition Visit 

2/9/2016 

 8:00am Father’s Day Breakfast 

 8:30am to 9:15am - 2nd Chance Father’s Day Stall  

 Hunter Region Athletics Carnival at Glendale Sport 

Centre 

 12:00pm Stage 2 (Year 3 and 4) Tennis Program 

commences 
 Day Events:  
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CLASS OF THE  WEEK FOR CANTEEN VOLUNTEERS:  3K 

5/9/2016   

6/9/2016 
 Chess Tournament 

 Capital Works- PRG 2-4pm  

7/9/2016   

8/9/2016  3:30pm Staff Development Afternoon 

9/9/2016  K-2 Backyard League commences this week 

COMING UP: 
Week 9 

PLP BBQ - 12/9/16 
P&C Meeting - 13/9/16 

Adidas Fun Run - 15/9/16  
P&C Family Photos Fundraiser - 17-18/9/16 

Week 10 
School Disco - 21/9/16 

End of Term 3 - 23/9/16 

Important Reminders 
 SCHOOL PHOTOS WEDNESDAY 

 FATHER'S DAY BREAKFAST– FRIDAY 

...Together We Strive… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

is this Wednesday 

31st August 2016 
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SCHOOL PHOTOS 

School photos will be taken this: 

Wednesday 31st August 2016 

 Students must bring their photo envelope on photo day.  

Please do not send it to school before photo day. 

 Students will need to be in FULL summer uniform (please, 

no coloured sport shirts) 

 All students should have brought home an envelope with 

their name, package options and payment details 

 Please contact the office if you have not received your child’s 

personalised photo envelope  

 Sibling envelopes are available to be collected from the 

front office.  They each have a unique shootkey for 

online ordering. 

 Ordering can be completed online (www.msp.com.au) or by 

payment on the day 

 Please ensure your child’s details are correct on the 

envelope (i.e. spelling) 

 On completion of an online order, the website will display an 

order reference code which should be written on the back of 

the envelope, in the box provided 

 Each child will still be required to bring their envelope on 

photo day 

 Orders can be placed online up to one week after photo day 

 PLEASE NOTE: We are unable to give exact times of photos 

on the day as each class takes different times to set up and 

organise.  

 
FATHER’S DAY BREAKFAST 

Rutherford Public School welcomes dads, male carers and 

significant males to a ‘Father’s Day Breakfast, this Friday 2nd 

September from 8:00am.  We will have bacon and egg 

sandwiches and some playground games to enjoy.   

Classrooms will be open at 9:10am so dads can visit their 

child’s class.  Please reserve the morning! 

 
FATHER’S DAY STALL  

Students will have the opportunity to purchase a gift for Dad at 

the P&C Father’s Day Stall on Thursday 1st September.   

Gifts cost $5.00, and can be paid for in advance on 

Flexischools, or paid for in cash on the day. 

Thank you to the P&C volunteers who have helped prepare for 

the stall.  

 

 

From the Principal ... 
Andrew Brown – Principal Rutherford Public School 

 

MOBILE PHONES 

Last week I spoke to Stage 3 students about 

mobile phone use in the school and use in 

general.  Mobile phones are fast becoming a 

standard accessory for modern day life.  I 

understand that parents are choosing to purchase mobile 

phone technology for their children for various reasons (e.g. 

safety, access to the internet and gaming). 

Whilst I understand the benefits of mobile phone 

ownership, young children must be closely 

monitored and educated on how they should 

use such devices.  

I spoke to the students about how a person’s privacy is very 

important to protect.  Children must be made aware of how 

quickly they can become victim to identity theft, unwanted 

photo-sharing and potentially put them at risk of harm.  Recent 

media reports tell us that young people are getting into trouble 

by sharing too much information about themselves with friends 

and even unknown people.  

Rutherford Public School allows children to have mobile phones 

with them for before and after school use but the following rules 

are applied during all school hours (including before school and 

after school and bus lines). 

 No phones are to be used in the playground or classrooms 

without the permission of the class teacher or school 

executive. 

 No photos or videos can be taken or recorded on a device 

during school hours. 

 Students using mobile phones will be asked to hand over the 

phone to the principal, and the phone will be secured until 

the end of the day. 

 Students not following the mobile phone procedures may be 

suspended for ongoing misuse and non-compliance.  

Where a parent needs to contact their child for messages, they 

should do so by calling the office.  Where the child should need 

to contact parents, they should do so by reporting to the school 

office and an assessment will be made by the office staff 

whether parents will be contacted.  

New technology brings amazing opportunities for us all.  

Parents and educators must ensure that such opportunities 

bring positive learning experiences.  Supervision and education 

are the keys to success! 

http://www.msp.com.au/
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MRS KERRY FERGUSON TO RETIRE 

Mrs Kerry Ferguson (Assistant Principal) 

informed the Department of Education last 

week that she plans to officially retire next 

month.  Currently on leave, Mrs Ferguson 

has been at Rutherford Public School since 

2003.   

During her time at Rutherford she has 

demonstrated an outstanding commitment to the students who 

have poured through the gates.  She has been an excellent 

school leader, working to improve the educational outcomes of 

thousands of students during her career and day-to-day work.  

We are sure that Mrs Ferguson doesn’t have any immediate 

plans to slow down, with the arrival of a new grandson this 

year!  

Mrs Ferguson will be missed by many of her work colleagues 

and we will endeavour to send her off in a suitable fashion in 

the coming weeks. 

 

CAPTIAL WORKS 

Preliminary meetings to discuss potential new building work at 

Rutherford Public School will take place next Tuesday 6th 

September.  P&C representatives Mrs Rebecca McIntosh and 

Mrs Cassandra Tipping will represent the community during the 

initial consultation and planning phase. 

 

ATTENDANCE RATE DATA 

Our attendance rates need improving!  Whilst the winter months 

has seen a spike in flu-like symptoms, it is important to get your 

child to school each day!  The average attendance rate for New 

South Wales is around 94%.  The data below shows that we 

can do better!   

Mrs Gandhi (CLO) can help families who may be experiencing 

difficulty with getting their child to school each day.  Please 

contact the school should you require support or help. 

 

ATTENDANCE RPS 2016 

 

 

 

 
 

 

TELL THEM FROM ME SURVEY OPENS THIS WEEK! 

Rutherford Public School is keen to hear parent/carer views of 

our school and how we can improve the educational 

experiences for our students. 

Please follow the link below to complete the survey.  

All participants remain anonymous.  Parents who take the 

survey may like to fill in the response slip below to go into the 

draw to win a $200 IGA gift voucher.  Please return the 

response slip to the office.  The draw will take place at the end 

of the term. 

Thank you for your time! 

Anyone who does not have access to a computer can see Mrs 

Gandhi (CLO) for access to a school computer.  

The survey can be found at: 

https://nsw.tellthemfromme.com/9pr2p  

 

Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

K 94.16 % 92.79 % 92.06 % 

1 92.15 % 89.66 % 90.44 % 

2 92.49 % 90.02 % 91.29 % 

3 92.95 % 91.44 % 91.53 % 

4 91.58 % 90.86 % 89.70 % 

5 89.74 % 90.91 % 89.71 % 

6 89.60 % 89.49 % 89.85 % 

 

I have completed the  

TELL THEM FROM ME survey. 

 

 

 

NAME: __________________________________________ 

 

 

Contact Number: _________________________________ 

 

PLEASE RETURN TO SCHOOL OFFICE BY 23/9/16 

https://nsw.tellthemfromme.com/9pr2p
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...From the Senior School… 
Timothy Beaven – Deputy Principal, Head of Senior School 

 

RUTHERFORD WRITERS WIN! 

Congratulations to Rajan Gandhi (Stage 2) and 

Sophia Devine (Stage 3) who took out first 

place in their respective sections in the 

Maitland Library's 2016 'Write Now' 

competition. Renowned local author, Barry Maitland presented 

the students with their certificates and cheques last Wednesday 

night! Watch out for Rajan's and Sophia's future work on the 

bestsellers list!  

BOOK WEEK 

Well done to everyone who dressed up for Book Week.  I was 

very impressed with the primary effort this year! 

I am sure all the children enjoyed the day as much as the 

teachers did.  Mrs de Vries has done an exceptional job at 

organising the school parades on the day. 

Stage 2 and 3 teachers went all out this year with their themed 

costumes.  Stage 3 teachers had the theme ‘Superheroes’ and 

Stage 2 modelled their theme on the book ‘The Day the 

Crayons Quit’ by Drew Daywalt.   

Students from Stage 2 were also given a special treat as the 

teachers in their crayon costumes read excerpts from the book 

to the students as part of their book parade. 

We look forward to your costumes next year, teachers! 

We have included a selection of photos from Book Week in this 

newsletter. 

 

SKOOLBAG 

Please be aware that the Skoolbag app previously used by the 
school has been discontinued.  If you have the app still installed, you 

will be able to still view old items but we no longer receive updates 
from it, nor have access to use this as a means of communication. 
We believe that our current communication via our updated 
newsletter format and email delivery system, regular Facebook 
updates, and our What’s On videos posted to our Youtube channel 
are allowing us to communicate with our community effectively! 
 

 

...Year 6 Transition News… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sue Swetnam, Transition Support 

GROWING TOWARDS INDEPENDENCE!  

Our Year 6 students are now entering their ‘middle years’ of 

schooling, and as young adolescents, are growing rapidly.  

Apart from the physical changes that occur, there are also 

significant changes in the ways that they think and feel, and the 

way in which they respond to others.  Young adolescents are 

searching for greater independence while still seeking support 

from parents and teachers.  After seeing three of my children 

through this adolescent period, I found it the hardest stage of 

parenting, so good luck! 

 

ENRICHMENT CLASSES are in full swing at Rutherford 

Technology High for our selected Year 5 and 6 students in 

Science, Visual Arts, Technology, Music and Film-making.  

Thank you to Mrs O’Donnell for accompanying our students to 

and from the high school each week. 

 

STAGE 3 GALA SPORTS DAY   

Rutherford Technology High is organising a Gala Sport’s Day 

for Friday 16th September (Week 9) at Maitland Park for our 

Year 5 and Year 6 students.  They will combine with other Year 

5 and Year 6 students from our local schools and play a variety 

of sports.  The students will travel to and from Maitland Park by 

bus.  Permission notes will go home this week and there will be 

a small cost for the bus.  
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...Sport News... 
Mr Wade Cochrane, Sport Coordinator 

 

ATHLETICS 

Congratulations to the students that qualified 

for the Hunter Region Athletics Carnival.  Liam 

Kreymborg (boys 13yrs 100m), Kanyarat 

Somphan (girls 13yrs 100m), Samuel 

Cutts (Junior boys shot put) and Will 

Gibson (Senior boys high jump), all 

qualified and will compete this Friday 2nd 

September at Glendale Sports Centre. 

Transport is via parents and notes must 

be signed by Mr Cochrane prior to the date of the carnival.  

Good luck to all competitors! 

 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

Just when Mr Cochrane thought it was all over!  Our Senior 

Boys rugby league team have been offered a wildcard entry 

into the Jarrod Mullen Cup on Thursday in Valentine.  This 

comes on the back of the boys strong showing at the Picker's 

Cup earlier this term, and is thoroughly deserved.  Only the top 

two teams for each area can compete at this event, meaning 

our boys are in the top eight sides in the Hunter area.   

Notes are due back to Mr Cochrane and transport is via 

parents.  Good Luck boys! 

 

CRICKET 

Good luck to Brayden Lucas and Ava Jankovic who will trial for 

positions with the boys and girls Hunter Region Cricket teams 

respectively.  Brayden will trial on Wednesday 7th September 

at Thornton Indoor Centre whilst Ava will compete for her 

position at Brandon Park in Seaham on Wednesday 14th 

September 2016. 

 

BACKYARD LEAGUE 

The Backyard League program kicks off next Friday for K-2.  In 

this free program, students will learn the importance of playing 

sport and the skills of rugby league in a non-contact three-week 

program run by the NRL.  Have fun! 

 

TENNIS 

This Friday, Stage 2 will start their four-week tennis program.  

The aim of the program is to increase the skill level of the 

students and to give them the opportunity to play sports they 

might not normally have access to.  The program is free and 

will be run by Rutherford Tennis Centre.  Enjoy! 

 

ADIDAS FUN RUN 

Well done to Laniaia Rameka of 2F, who 

last week won a Samsung Galaxy tablet 

for her online fundraising!  A quick 

reminder that the money for the fun run is 

due back to classroom teachers by 

Wednesday 7th September, with the actual run being on 

Thursday 15th September.  All prizes will be ordered and 

delivered as soon as money is returned. 

 

UPCOMING DATES: 

 2/9/2016 Hunter Region Athletics Carnival, Glendale Sports 

Centre. 

 2/9/2016 Stage 2 commence four-week Tennis program 

 9/9/2016 Kindergarten to Year 2 commence three-week 

Backyard Rugby League program. 

 15/9/2016 Adidas Fun Run, School Oval. 

 
 

...From the Office ... 
SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE AND SUPPORT STAFF (SASS) 

RECOGNITION WEEK 

This week is SASS Recognition Week.  We would like to thank 

all of our SASS staff for their contribution to the students, staff 

and community of Rutherford Public School.   

 

CURRENT PAYMENTS 

We are currently receiving payments from families for the 

following events: 

 Great Aussie Bush Camp 

 Year 2 School Swimming Scheme 

 Adidas Fun Run 

 Year 6 Polo Shirt and Signature Items 

 Touch Football Gala Day 

Please ensure all payments sent to the school have your child’s 

name, class and what the payment is for, written clearly on the 

front. 

 

PARENTS ONLINE PAYMENTS (POP) 

Online payments can be made using either a Visa or 

MasterCard credit or debit card.   

Online payments can be made using the following link to the 

school’s website: 

$ Make a payment.  

https://quickweb.westpac.com.au/OnlinePaymentServlet
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Minimum payment is $10.  You will need to do a separate 

transaction for each child, however, you can pay for multiple 

items for each child in the one transaction. 

Please ensure you write your receipt number on the permission 

note to be returned to the school, or provide the receipt number 

to the school office as soon as possible after finalising the 

transaction. 

 

EFTPOS  

EFTPOS operational times are 8:00am until 12:00pm 

No over the phone, fax or email transactions will be accepted 

No P&C transactions (hats, skorts, socks, stockings, fete, etc) 

No cash refunds or withdrawals 

Minimum transaction amount of $10.00 

 

 

...Community Liaison Officer... 
Mrs Rasna Gandhi - Community Liaison Officer 

 

YOUR RESPONSE IS VALUABLE TO US! 

Our school is participating in the Tell Them 

From Me parent survey.  The survey helps to 

clarify and strengthen the important 

relationship between parent and school.  It 

provides school with insight into student engagement and 

wellbeing, and the impact of teaching practices at their school, 

from the perspective of parents. 

Data collected from the survey responses are quickly 

compiled into reports for schools, which can then be used to 

help them identify emerging issues and plan for school 

improvement. 

The survey is designed to measure, assess and report 

insights from the parent point of view at the school and system 

levels.  The focus of this NSW survey is on student wellbeing, 

engagement and effective teaching practices. 

This short survey takes 15 minutes to complete, and is 

conducted entirely online through a secure website operated 

by the survey developers, The Learning Bar.  To complete the 

survey at home, please go to: 

https://nsw.tellthemfromme.com/9pr2p  

Anyone who does not have access to a computer can see me 

for access to a school computer during school hours. 

Parents who complete the survey will go in the draw to win a 

$200 voucher from Ritchies Supa IGA!  Just complete the tear 

off slip on page 3 of the newsletter and return it to school once 

you’ve completed the survey to go in the draw. 

A big thank you to all the parents who have already taken the 

time to complete the survey.  Your feedback is important to 

us! 

 

 

 

 

 

Please support our community partners who  

support our breakfast program 

https://nsw.tellthemfromme.com/9pr2p
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...Canteen News... 
CLASS HOSTING 

This week’s class hosting for the canteen is 2K.  We look forward to 

seeing any available parents volunteering in the canteen this week. 

Next week, the class hosting the canteen will be 3K.   

Please be sure to let the canteen know if you are able to spare some 

time in the canteen. 

 

CANTEEN WINTER MENU 

CLICK HERE FOR THE CURRENT CANTEEN PRICE LIST 

CANTEEN ROSTER 

Day Date Term 3, Week 7 - 2K Hosting 

Monday 29/8 J LINTOTT, D JONES 

Tuesday 30/8 D FORTH 

Wednesday 31/8 H BARRETT 

Thursday 1/9  

Friday 2/9 L MCGILL 

Day Date Term 3, Week 8 - 3K Hosting 

Monday 5/9 J LINTOTT, D JONES 

Tuesday 6/9 D FORTH 

Wednesday 7/9 H BARRETT 

Thursday 8/9  

Friday 9/9 L MCGILL 

  
Weekly Events: 

Assemblies: 
NEW TIMES! 

 Stage 3   2:30 pm  Tuesday School Hall 
 Stage 2    2:30 pm  Wednesday  School Hall 
 Stage 1   2:30 pm Thursday School Hall 
 Kindergarten   2:30 pm  Friday School Hall 

                                                                                               
Second Hand  Uniform Stall 
Monday 2:30pm to 3:00pm  
P&C Shed behind the hall 

 
School Band  

Wednesday 8:30am  
Computer Room 

 
P-K Program 

Thursday 9:00am to 11:00am Session 1 
Thursday 12:45pm to 2:45pm Session 2 

https://edit.pws.det.nsw.edu.au/documents/10661626/10667899/2016_winter_canteen_menu_term_3_update.pdf
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...P&C News… 
P&C MEETING 

The next P&C meeting will be held on Tuesday 13th September 2016 

in the staffroom. 

All parents and friends are welcome to join us. 

 

TERM 3 FUNDRAISER - FAMILY PORTRAITS 

Photos will be taken at Walka Water Works from 9:00am to 5:00pm 

on Saturday 17th and Sunday 18th September.   

The session fee is $25, which Leighsa has kindly donated to the 

Rutherford Public School P&C for Fundraising. 

Each session runs for 20 minutes and includes an 8x12 inch 

enlargement.  Extra images are available to purchase. 

To secure a timeslot, we ask you to first pay your $25 to the P&C, 

either as cash to the office or online using Flexischools (NOT POP).  

Once you have paid your session fee, give Leighsa a call on       

0421 034 805 to choose a timeslot.  Spots are limited so get in early 

to avoid disappointment! 

In the event of inclement weather, photos will be taken at Leighsa’s 

studio in Lorn. 

www.leighsacoxphotographer.com.au 
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02 4932 8344 



 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Fenton from Mobile Travel Agents, will kindly donate 10% of her 

profits to our Dragon’s Nest Breakfast Club for all holidays booked 

through this ad.  Just mention our school, and once you are safely away 

on your holiday, our school will receive the donation. 
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