
Rutherford Public School 
Weekly Newsletter 

WEEK 5 TERM 3 

School Calendar 
 Day Events: BOOK FAIR WEEK 
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CLASS OF THE  WEEK FOR CANTEEN VOLUNTEERS: 2B 

15/8/2016 
 Abermain Eisteddfod – Infants Choir  

 Book Fair Preview Day 

16/8/2016 
 Abermain Eisteddfod – Primary Choir  

 Book Fair - Book sales 

 ICAS Mathematics Competition 

17/8/2016 
 Book Fair - Book sales 

 Rugby League talent discovery day 

18/8/2016 

 Book Fair - Book sales 

 Public Speaking Local Area Finals 

 RTHS Enrichment classes 

 P&C Gift Wrapping Father’s Day Working Bee 

 Backyard Rugby League program Years 3-6 

19/8/2016  PSSA Zone Athletics at Woodberry Oval 
 Day Events: BOOK WEEK 
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CLASS OF THE  WEEK FOR CANTEEN VOLUNTEERS:  3C 

22/8/2016  Tell Them From Me Survey opens 

23/8/2016 

 Cake Day – Cakes sold at lunchtime K-2 under 
Infants COLA, 3-6 near the hall:  All cakes to be 
dropped off to the hall before school.   

 Classes to supply are KA S1, 1R, 2D, 2W, 3C, 
4T, 5S and 6G 

24/8/2016 
 Newcastle Permanent Primary Maths 

Competition Year 5 and Year 6 

25/8/2016 

Book Week Dress up Parade: 

 9:30am Year 6 

 12:05pm Year 5 

 12:45pm Stage 2 (Years 3 and 4)  

 1:25pm Kindergarten  

 2:30pm Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2)  

26/8/2016   

COMING UP: 
Week 7 

Kindergarten visit Rutherford Library for Book Week Show - 29/8/2016 
School Photos - 31/8/16 

Father’s Day Stall 1-2/9/2016 
Father’s Day Breakfast - 2/9/16 

Week 8 
Week 9 

P&C Meeting - 13/9/16 
Adidas Fun Run - 15/9/16  

P&C Family Photos Fundraiser - 17-18/9/16 
Week 10 

School Disco - 21/9/16 
End of Term 3 - 23/9/16 

Important Reminders 
 BOOK FAIR THIS WEEK 

BOOK PARADE NEXT THURSDAY 25 AUGUST 

...Together We Strive… 

 

MEET OUR 2016 SPELLING BEE CHAMPIONS 

Pictured below are our Stage 2 and Stage 3 students, who 

participated in the 2016 Premier’s Spelling Bee Competition last 

week.  After several rounds and some tricky spelling words, two 

finalists from each grade were selected.   

Congratulations to:  

 

STAGE 2: ISAAC HOLDEN & HANNAH KERRY 

 
 

STAGE 3: ELLA CROCKETT & ETHAN PETERSEN 
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...From the Principal ... 
Andrew Brown – Principal Rutherford Public School 

 

2017 KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENTS  

If you are going to enrol your child for next year but 

haven’t yet done so, we would be grateful if you could 

do so as soon as possible.  Similarly, if you know of 

friends or family who live in the Rutherford Public 

School zoning area and are going to enrol at our school, please 

encourage them to let us know either by phone or visiting our school 

office to complete the enrolment forms.   

To ascertain whether an address falls within the Rutherford Public 

School catchment zone, please contact the office on 4932 5900.  Having 

a more complete picture of school enrolments now will assist with our 

school planning for 2017.  

Students who are enrolling here in 2017 are also eligible for the P-K 

program on a Thursday.  

 

BUILDING A STRONG P&C AND SUPPORTIVE LEARNING 

COMMUNITY  

It was great to see a few new faces at the P&C meeting last week!  The 

support of the P&C is vital in ensuring we have a successful and high-

performing school.  If parents leave it up to other parents to support the 

school, then very little will get done!  

We are fortunate to have a group of hardworking parents and community 

members who help support the school through the P&C.  The P&C is the 

peak consultative body and is responsible for ensuring the school is 

responding to student needs and bigger strategic directions.  

 

We currently have 2 positions vacant on the P&C: 

 

1.Vice President 

The Vice President is responsible for: 

 The attainment of the P&C Association’s objectives  

 Ensuring that the P&C Association takes part in decision-making 

processes in the school  

 Fostering fair participation of all members and ensuring that all new 

members are made to feel welcome  

 Supporting volunteers  

 Consistent adherence to the constitution  

 Acting as the P&C Association’s spokesperson when public 

statements or actions are needed if the president is not available 

 Setting up lines of communication with the Principal  

 Being signatory on the Association’s bank accounts  

 Chairing meetings, in the absence of the President 

 

2. Canteen Committee Member  

The Canteen committee oversees the day-to-day  operation of the 

school to ensure the canteen meets the policy requirements.  The 

canteen committee meets every month, one week prior to the P&C 

meeting on a Monday afternoon.  

Any parents or community members who may be interested in filling one 

of these positions should see the Principal (Andrew Brown) to complete 

a nomination form.  The positions will be filled at the next P&C meeting 

on Tuesday 13th September at 6:30pm. 

  

FATHER’S DAY BREAKFAST 

Next month, the school will host a 

Father’s Day breakfast in the 

playground. We hope to see as 

many dad’s and male carers join us 

on Friday 2nd September 2016 from 

8:00am.  We will have some bacon 

and egg sandwiches and some 

playground games for the students to enjoy with their dads and carers.  

Please reserve the date! 

 

FROM THE  PHOTO VAULT…………. 

Three students in the quad in 1985 

 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

School photos will be taken at the end of this month:  

Wednesday 31st August 2016 

 Students must bring their photo envelope on photo day.  Please do 

not send it to school before photo day. 

 Students will need to be in FULL summer uniform (please, no 

coloured sport shirts) 

 All students should have brought home an envelope with their name, 

package options and payment details 

 Please contact the office is you have not received your child’s 

personalised photo envelope  

 Sibling envelopes are available to be collected from the front 

office.  They each have a unique shootkey for online ordering. 

 Ordering can be completed online (www.msp.com.au) or by payment 

on the day 

 Please ensure your child’s details are correct on the envelope (i.e. 

spelling) 

 On completion of an online order, the website will display an order 

reference code which should be written on the back of the envelope, 

in the box provided 

 Each child will still require to bring their 

envelope on photo day 

 Orders can be placed online up to one 

week after photo day 

http://www.msp.com.au/
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...From the Junior School... 
Debbie Ross – Deputy Principal, Head of Junior 

School 

 

STUDENT WRITING 
I always enjoy reading student writing.  It is 
wonderful to see the pride students’ take in their 
work.  
Writing can be a challenge for students.  Children 
often worry a lot about spelling words incorrectly. Whilst spelling is 
important, we want students to write freely, confidently trying new 
words as they write.  Children who are worried about spelling every 
word correctly will often stick to a small group of words they can spell, 
or may avoid writing altogether.  
Our aim is to support students to enjoy writing.  This week, I visited 
the great writers in KC who certainly enjoyed their writing lesson 
about Sarris’ dog.  
Well done Summa, Hunter and Kody. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

...From the Senior School... 
Tim Beaven - Deputy Principal Head of Senior 

School 

 
BOOK FAIR 

This week is Rutherford Public School’s Book Fair.  
By Monday afternoon, every child in the school will 
have had the opportunity to visit the library to 
create a wish-list of books or other reading-related items they would 
like parents to consider purchasing for them.  This is, of course, not 
compulsory.  I do, however, wish to take the time to again comment 
on the benefits of reading and how events like these can strengthen 
or help to develop a love of reading in our children. 
Reading is the single most important skill a child will learn at school, 
and while many children have developed reading skills, further 
development depends on using these skills regularly.  
Please take the time to talk about the selections of books your 
children come home with on their wish-list.  This can give you great 
insight into the style of writing they enjoy to read, what genre might 
appeal to them, or even who their favourite author is.  As parents, we 
can model to our children how much we value reading by having 
conversations around features of different books. 
If your child does not bring home a wish-list, don’t panic!  You can still 
have this conversation with them.  Also, having a wish-list is not 
necessary in coming to buy a book from us, or from borrowing a book 
from your local library, nor from the school library. 
Please, take the time this week to talk to your children about books 

as we will be doing the same at school! 
 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 

This week is PBL Assembly week.  This is another opportunity within 

the school to celebrate the achievement and successes of the 

students of Rutherford Public School.   

Congratulations are extended to all students: those receiving their 

badges this week, those who have already received them, and to 

those who are working hard for theirs. 

Likewise, I would like to congratulate all of our Primary students for 
their hard work and dedication so far this term.  There have been 
many extra-curricular activities that students have taken part in, and I 
have had many classes and individual students being sent to show 
m e  t h e i r o u t s t a n d i n g 
work. 
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...Year 6 Transition News… 
Sue Swetnam, Transition Support 

WHAT INFLUENCES THE SUCCESS OF TRANSITION? 

Research shows that successful transitioning to high school is 

dependent on several factors including: 

 Academic preparation: higher levels of school readiness makes 

learning easier. 

 Emotional stability: happier young people are more likely to adjust to 

learning in a new environment. 

 Ability to make friends: those students who make friends easier find 

school more enjoyable. 

 Family situation: supportive family environments help students to 

prepare and adjust to new situations. 

 Sense of belonging: young people who feel like they 'fit in' tend to 

adjust easily to a new school environment. 

 Family - School Cooperation: good working relationships between 

families and the school can help support transition. 

 Resilience: students who can handle change undergo less- stressful 

transitioning.  

Young people need different types of emotional and practical support 

when transitioning depending on their age and maturity. 

 

RTHS ENRICHMENT COURSES 

Reminder that permission and medical notes for the Enrichment courses 

that will start this Thursday at Rutherford Technology High need to have 

been returned to Rutherford Public School by tomorrow at the latest. 

 

 

...Band News... 
Kirsty Ward, Band Coordinator 

 

BAND PERSON OF THE WEEK: 

Bethany Corrigan 

for wonderful effort each week  

and great scale work! 

 

BAND NEWS 

The band is still looking for new recruits, in particular 

bass guitar and drummers.  If you are keen to be a 

part of our band, please see Mr Ward on Wednesday 

or Miss Ward any day of the week. 

...Sport News... 
Mr Wade Cochrane, Sport Coordinator 

 

RUGBY LEAGUE  

The Boys Rugby League team will compete in the 

RTHS Talent Identification Gala Day on Wednesday.  

Our team will split into two, evenly-matched squads, 

as the day is a 9's competition.  Students will be 

picked up by bus in the morning and returned in the afternoon. Good 

luck to both squads. 

 

CRICKET 

Good luck to the boys that are competing for a position in the Maitland 

Zone Cricket team this Thursday.  The trials will be held at Rutherford 

Indoor Sports Centre and begin at 9:30am.  The boys are told to be 

there by 9:15am to get their name marked off. 

 

ATHLETICS  

Good luck to the 51 students representing our school at the Maitland 

Zone Athletics carnival on Friday against the best athletes from 27 

schools in the area.  Fingers crossed for fine weather after the past two 

weeks have been washed out.   

Thank you to Mrs Evans who will be training the relay teams this week in 

preparation.  The 800m will be the first event starting at 8:30am.  

Students are asked to meet the teachers near the Rutherford flag to get 

their names marked off.  Parents are to provide transport. 

 

BACKYARD LEAGUE PROGRAM 

Students from Years 3-6 started their Backyard League program last 

Thursday.  The program will continue for the next two weeks where 

students will learn ball-handling, tackling and gamesmanship, whilst 

having a heap of fun.  On completion of the program every student will 

receive a Steeden rugby league ball.   

Thank you to Matt Sharman of the NRL for running this great initiative for 

the students. K-2 will be involved from weeks 8-10. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES: 

 Wednesday 17th August - RTHS Rugby League Gala Day at 

McKeachies Sports Centre  

 Thursday 18th August - Maitland Zone Cricket Trials at Rutherford 

Indoor Sports Centre  

 Thursday 18th August - Backyard League at school 

 Friday 19th August - Zone Athletics at Woodberry Oval 

 Friday 2nd September - Hunter Region Athletics Carnival at 

Glendale Sports Centre 
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...Library News… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mrs Lauren De Vries, Relieving Teacher Librarian 

 
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR IS NOW ON! 

 

As a start to our Book Week celebrations, we are having a Scholastic Book Fair this week.  There is a fantastic range 

of books, posters and stationery to choose from.  Credit card facilities are available. 

All purchases will benefit our school!  

 

 
 

BOOK WEEK DRESS UP DAY 

On Thursday 25th August come to school dressed as a character from a book that you love. All families are invited to watch their child in the 

Book Week Parade.  

Please note the change of times for Year 6 students parading. 

 

Parade Times are as follows: 

 

Opening Times Before School Lunch Afternoon Tea After School 

Tuesday 16th August 8:40 – 9:05am 11:25 – 11:50am 1:55 – 2:20pm 3:10 -3:30pm 

Wednesday 17th August 8:40 – 9:05am 11:25 – 11:50am 1:55 – 2:20pm 3:10 -3:30pm 

Thursday 18th August 8:40 – 9:05am 11:25 – 11:50am No sales No sales 

Time Stage 

9:30am Year 6 

12:05pm Year 5 

12:45pm Stage 2 

1:25pm Early Stage 1 

2:30pm Stage 1 
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...S1 Exploring the Community... 
Two weeks ago, S1 began our Exploring the Community Program 

with a walk to Ritchies Supa IGA to buy ingredients for our cooking 

lesson.  The students enjoyed making their lunch, which was a 

healthy wrap.  

Last week we walked to Rutherford Library and enjoyed story time 

and singing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

...From the Office ... 
CURRENT PAYMENTS 

We are currently receiving payments from families for the following 

events: 

 Great Aussie Bush Camp 

 Year 2 School Swimming Scheme 

 Adidas Fun Run 

 Year 6 Polo Shirt and Signature Items 

Please ensure all payments sent to the school have your child’s 

name, class and what the payment is for, written clearly on the front. 

 

PARENTS ONLINE PAYMENTS (POP) 

POP can now be made to the school for amounts owing for students, 

via a secure payment page hosted by Westpac.  Payments can be 

made using either a Visa or MasterCard credit or debit card.   

The payment page is accessed from the front page of the schools 

website by selecting $ Make a payment.  

 

EFTPOS  

Below is a reminder of the guidelines for paying by EFTPOS: 

EFTPOS operational times are 8:00am until 12:00pm 

No over the phone, fax or email transactions will be accepted 

No P&C transactions (hats, skorts, socks, stockings, fete, etc) 

No cash refunds or withdrawals 

Minimum transaction amount of $10.00 

Card must be presented 

Our EFTPOS machine relies on mobile phone service, and our 

accounting software relies on uninterrupted internet service, both of 

which have been intermittent recently.  We apologise for this 

inconvenience, and hope you understand it is beyond our control.   

 

 

Weekly Events: 
Assemblies: 
NEW TIMES! 

 Stage 3   2:30 pm  Tuesday School Hall 
 Stage 2    2:30 pm  Wednesday  School Hall 
 Stage 1   2:30 pm Thursday School Hall 
 Kindergarten   2:30 pm  Friday School Hall 

                                                                                               
Second Hand  Uniform Stall 
Monday 2:30pm to 3:00pm  
P&C Shed behind the hall 

 
School Band  

Wednesday 8:30am  
Computer Room 

 
P-K Program 

Thursday 9:00am to 11:00am Session 1 
Thursday 12:45pm to 2:45pm Session 2 



Weblands Street Rutherford 2320   Phone: 4932 5900  Email: rutherford-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

...Community Liaison Officer... 
Mrs Rasna Gandhi - Community Liaison Officer 

 

ATTENDANCE IN PRIMARY SCHOOL MATTERS! 

The most important part of your child’s education is 

going to school every day.  Students learn new 

things in school each day, and missing school puts 

them behind. 

Attendance patterns are established early.  A child who regularly 

misses early years of school will often continue to miss classes in 

later years, affecting their education outcomes, friendships and social 

and physical development, which are all important building blocks of 

their life. 

If you’re havig attendance issues with your child, please contact us 

so we can work together to improve their attendance at school. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

2nd September 2016  - Father’s Day Breakfast 

Please save this date to celebrate Father’s Day at school with your 

child.  We will be providing breakfast and a range of fun activities.   

Hope to see you all there! 

 

...Canteen News... 
CLASS HOSTING 

This week’s class hosting for the canteen is 2B.  We look forward to 

seeing any available parents volunteering in the canteen this week. 

Next week, the class hosting the canteen will be 3C.   

Please be sure to let the canteen know if you are able to spare some 

time in the canteen. 

 

CANTEEN WINTER MENU 

CLICK HERE FOR THE CURRENT CANTEEN PRICE LIST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CANTEEN ROSTER 

Day Date Term 3, Week 5 - 2B Hosting 

Monday 15/8 J LINTOTT, D JONES 

Tuesday 16/8 D FORTH 

Wednesday 17/8 H BARRETT 

Thursday 18/8  

Friday 19/8 T BARTLETT, L MCGILL 

Day Date Term 3, Week 6 - 3C Hosting 

Monday 22/8 J LINTOTT, D JONES 

Tuesday 23/8 D FORTH 

Wednesday 24/8 H BARRETT 

Thursday 25/8  

Friday 26/8 T BARTLETT, L MCGILL 

Please support our community partners who  

support our breakfast program 

https://edit.pws.det.nsw.edu.au/documents/10661626/10667899/2016_winter_canteen_menu_term_3_update.pdf
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...P&C News… 
P&C MEETING 

The next P&C meeting will be held on Tuesday 13th September 2016 in the staffroom. 

All parents and friends are welcome to join us. 

 

CAKE DAY 

This term, our Cake Day will be held next Tuesday 23rd August.  The classes asked to contribute a plate of cakes or slices are: 

KA, S1, 1R, 2D, 2W, 3C, 4T, 5S and 6G  

Please do not send cakes containing nuts or nut products. 

All contributions should be left in the hall at the beginning of the day. 

Please ensure all containers and lids are marked with your child’s name and class. 

Cakes will be sold from the infants and primary undercover areas during lunchtime, rather than during class time as has been done 

previously. 

 

TERM 3 FUNDRAISER - FAMILY PORTRAITS 

Leighsa from Leighsa Cox Photography has generously donated her time to take family photographs for our Term 3 Fundraiser. 

Photos will be taken at Walka Water Works from 9:00am to 5:00pm on Saturday 17th and Sunday 18th September.   

The session fee is $25, which Leighsa has kindly donated to the Rutherford Public School P&C for Fundraising. 

Each session runs for 20 minutes and includes an 8x12 inch enlargement.  Extra images are available to purchase. 

To secure a timeslot, we ask you to first pay your $25 to the P&C, either as cash to the office or online using Flexischools (NOT POP).  Once 

you have paid your session fee, give Leighsa a call on 0421 034 805 to choose a timeslot.  Spots are limited so get in early to avoid 

disappointment! 

In the event of inclement weather, photos will be taken at Leighsa’s studio in Lorn. 

It is the perfect time to update your photo wall or for Christmas presents for the grandparents! Leighsa specialises in fun, natural and creative 

photography and her work can be viewed at: 

www.leighsacoxphotographer.com.au 
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02 4932 8344 



Weblands Street Rutherford 2320   Phone: 4932 5900  Email: rutherford-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

 



Weblands Street Rutherford 2320   Phone: 4932 5900  Email: rutherford-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Fenton from Mobile Travel Agents, will kindly donate 10% of her 

profits to our Dragon’s Nest Breakfast Club for all holidays booked 

through this ad.  Just mention our school, and once you are safely away 

on your holiday, our school will receive the donation. 
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